
Call for Artists

The Year of the River

Background:

Wolverine Farm is a non-profit literary arts organization located in the heart of the River District in

Downtown Fort Collins. To celebrate our 20th anniversary, we’re looking to our past literary, artistic, and

cultural work in order to recenter wildness in our world. Our foremost core value is “to provide

meaningful context for social and environmental issues to be discussed, deepened, and reimagined.”

Near 100 publications of local writers/activists/scientists, one thriving Publick House, thousands of

events and workshops, and countless inspired lives later, we trust where we are coming from and know

that our work makes a difference in the social ecology of Fort Collins and the Front Range.

2022 is The Year of the River here at Wolverine Farm Publick House. In order to create the world which we

seek, we are rediscovering what it means to be in relationship with the life force of our land. This

summer, a dozen artists will create and exhibit artworks interpreting the 126 miles of the Poudre river,

spanning from its headwaters on the Continental Divide in Rocky Mountain National Park to its

confluence with the South Platte River in Weld County. This interactive and immersive art exhibit will

span the property of the Publick House from June-August. We invite you to engage  and interpret the

river with us through artistic expression and physical exploration.

Call Details:

We are seeking regional artists (within 50 miles of Fort Collins, preferably within the Poudre River

Watershed ) for a group outdoor art experience in honor of the Poudre River. The Year of the River art

show will be installed around the outside and inside of our building during the months of June, July, and

August. Artworks must be able to withstand the heat, rain, wind, (snow), and other elements of the great

outdoors for the duration of the exhibit.

Individual artists will be given five-fi�een feet of space to creatively interpret a specific range of the

Poudre (by the mile) in the form of multidisciplinary installations and physical artworks.  Participating

artists will be notified by mid March and will have until April 30th to complete and install their artwork.

A $300 stipend is provided to the selected artists to cover all fees and costs associated with the project.

Rivers are the oldest moving things– the veins of our great planet, cycling through and offering life to all

that they reach. In observing this life force, there is wonder and contemplative opportunity at every

bend. This true energy flow is a force many try to capture, and many hope to preserve. Is the river a

being, a living, breathing, willful thinking thing? Let us explore it as such.
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Please submit one pdf file containing:

- Project proposal (one page max), tell us what you hope to make, how big, made of what? This

detailed description of your concept can be written or drawn. Remember, each artist will be given

a specific stretch of the river to interpret, so you could be drawing inspiration from steep canyon

walls, lazy sections through town, or the winding meanders past I-25. Be prepared to work from a

variety of diverse landscapes.

- Personal statement including artist statement, why you are interested in participating, and your

connection to the Poudre River (one page max)

- Portfolio of 5-10 images of previous works

Submissions should be emailed by March 1st to chelsea@wolverinefarm.org with the subject line: Year

of the River.

As the last free river (undammed) on the Colorado Front Range, find the wild, untamed, and poised

inspiration you seek from these waters. Sit beneath a cottonwood tree and understand what it’s like to

live in an ever-state of gazing into the sky, almost hoping to remain unnoticed, to pass an unassuming

century in solitude. With its contemplative presence, let the river serve as a reminder of the stillness in

motion.
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